Responsible Innovation

Innovation refers to the development of new technologies. Responsible innovation refers to
the development of new technologies, in a way that demonstrates social and ethical
awareness. Responsible Innovation comes from the phrase “Responsible Research and
Innovation”, an academic research area. This is why the acronyms RI and RRI are often
used interchangeably. This page uses RI to indicate a more general type of responsibility
that is not restricted to researchers and includes all innovators, regardless of their situation.

RI represents a change in culture, from tech-first-ask-questions-later, to an anticipatory,
reflective, deliberative and responsive methodology centred on human problems and
realistic solutions. RI is a holistic approach, a continuous, iterative process of learning
integrating expertise from different stakeholder perspectives. There are 7 criteria for RI:
public engagement, gender equality, science education, open access, ethics and
governance. Strand et al (2015) provide a list of performance indicators that can be used to
measure innovation processes, outcomes and perceptions.
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